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Introduction 


inthe old Gays = 6 Ihe way Mary of loday 6 Thigi elders begin 
thew stones if the Old Gays. the way oo! We was based On the Hoh 
valuta! fesOurces Of souiheas! Alaska on respect! tor all wing 
things and OF @ ulique and COrmnpies social structure 





Tole poles are a reflection of these ways They are bold slaternents 
making public record of the lives and helory of the people who had 
hem Carved and represent pride in clans and ancestors They 
Mark the success and renown of fares 


in the old days the poles were nol found along 4 Neal lane 

as tiey are Now 9 Sitka Step back in tne and see them as they 
used fo sland imagine yoursell a trader on a European stip plying 
these waters Guring the early 19th century tu trade era Ahead 
close by the water on the shore of 4 shellered bay «© 4 row of eingie 
story rectangular cedar houses The green manic of the rain forest 
6 Close betwhd them and the misty mountains ree above Canoes 
are pulled up along the beach and people are busy preparing to 
come oul to the ship to trade 


Towering above them ai the comers and in front of the houses 
are Carved poles whose sirdung design and colors prociarn the 
ientiies and stores of the villagers. « only you could read them 


only © 4 problem tor us today in many instances we do nor 
know enough about! the people or the poles to satiety our erest 


We do know that poles stood along the village fronts of the Handa 
and Tlingit indians of northern British Columbia and extreme south 
east Alaska and thal carved house posts were used by the Thing 
tarther north The name totem « no! 4 local word bul « an 
Algonquin indhan tern describing crests showing natural objects or 
arwnais thal represent a tarnty group Totem can reter to an 
mavidual crest as well as a whole pole 


To begin to understand totem poles 4 necessary to know that 
the Thing’ and Maida peapie are each divided io two May groups 
Called morehes represented by the raven and the eagie  totern 
aft Within these major Givisions are numerous clans Each clan 
shares legends crests of sy bots ancestors and artitiacts and 
Clan memberstup « an important source of iGenthicahon and pride 
Thus systern exists today although many Native traditions are less 
Closely followed than i the past 
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Sitka photographer and artietE W Merrill supervised the erection 
of the toterns al Caretully selected sites in the park Contemporaries 
recall his repairing and painting the poles, offen al his own expense 


In 1922 the National Park Service arranged for the Alaska Road 
Commission to supervise the park, which had been proclaimed 
Sitka National Monument by President William Howard Taft in 1910 
and placed in the National Park System in 1916 Peter Thersctveld a 
Sitka resident, was appointed Caretaker, and his period of service 
was 4 constant battle against rol and deterioration 


In April 1938, Alaska Territorial Governor John Troy wrote the 
Director of the National Park Service suggesting a rehabilitation 
program for the poles through the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) program The project began in 1939 with Native artisans 
doing the repair and restoration work 


This and other repair projects, although extending the life of some 
of the poles, created problems from the perspective of today « 
histonans and curators | 6 beheved thal designs were aliered 
slightly each time the poles were copied or repaired. 80 that today 6 
poles may differ significantly trom those produced by the ongina! 
artists A second problem has been the loss or decay of pieces of 
poles eithe: completely or partially recarved in the COC project For 
a time the poles lay along the trail in the park. next to thei reproduc 
tions In an ottempt to salvage them. they were placed at the Sitka 
Naval Air Station on Japonsky island in 1942 Untortunately poor 
storage Conditions led to Continued Gecay, and only a few frag 
ments survive today Currently, only 9 or 10 of the poles along the 
park trails are originals thal predate the St Louis Exposition 


The origin of many of the poles in Sitka National Histonca! Park 
remains a mystery Gue to incomplete and confusing records The 
best method for tracing them is to learn the clan affviations of 
residents of the villages at the tine the poles were collected and 
then find corresponding crests or legends on the toterns The 
legends and history depicted by the poles come from the ora! 
history of the Tlingit and Haida people. in some cases they remain 
the secret property of a tamily or clan Because of the passage of 
time. Civil and missionary pressures on Natives to abandon thew 
traditional Culture, and physical alterations of the poles. 416 dificult 
olten impossibie, to document or clearly understand legends asso 
Ciated with them 











Totems 
A atroll through the park wilh particular attention paid to aesthetics 
will provide 4 laste of the skills of these Creative and lalenied arliets 
of thew forest and ocean world, and of thei respect for every living 
thing init The bret narratives in this booklet describe the individual 
poles as well a6 records allow in some cases the records are 
contheting, in others there is little of nothing available Thal scant 
amount, however, has helped many visitors deepen the under 
standing of the Tlingit and Maida people of southeast Alaska 


inmerpretation of totem poles must be approached with caution 
Though the stylized figures of Raven, Eagle, or Beaver can be easily 
recognized on 4 pole, a deeper, more thorough knowledge of 

the Native peoples and their history is necessary to properly inter 
pret any pole’s story When an animal, usually Raven, is relerred 
lo by 4a proper Noun, thal animal plays the role of a legendary cultural 
hero with human characteristics in that particular context Lower 
case references usually reter to the animal in a generic sense Many 
of the stones and events associated with totem poles have been 
lost over time Others are interpreted differently by different clans 
and commurhes 








Visitor Center Exhibits 
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The Liuknax.adi 





Thus sculpture 16 a frog embiem carved for the Coho people by 
Kaaoqwaaniaan artist John Silverman tor the 1904 potiatch 6 4 
copy of one destroyed earer by * kS40' people who disputed 
the Coho people's use of the frog crest The Coh > people clan 

the crest 1s based on an event during the Construction of a new clar 
house in Kiukwan Many years ago when (hey discovered 4 quar 

roo underground 
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Erected in the Coho trog house in Silks. the sculpture was ngged 
lo bow whenever anyone opened the front door The Frog and th 
Sieeping Man pole to its nigh are pari of the \ate rrark Kitka & 
collection they were 0laced on long-term loan in the vietor cerier 
1971 by hws hers 














Sleeping Man 
Legend Pole 
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Kaaqwaantaan 
Wolf House Posts 
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creat of the Kaagwaarnlaans 


Much of the twetory and ideritity 
of the clan i6 told through the 
olen hgqures Abalone ahve! 
May 16 an Outstanding feature of 
lie house post This use of shel 
rbhcated wealth i was 4 trace 
tern from the indians of the 


Oregon and Californa coast: 
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Kaagqwaantaan 
Mother Eagle House Posts 


These Our auTulal LM matt, are 


Of the Kaagwaantaan clan in Sitka and may be about 200 year 
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T tye pole « tran the thonme Dre 
fh the Manda village Of Kasaan ‘hx 
two humen fgures on top are called 
Vilage Waichnen and are used 
Nmany Mada and some | hngi 
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Yaadaas Crest 
Corner Pole 
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Wolf Pole 


This Pole 6 Named for the prominent 
woll tolern al #6 cernier ll appears ki 
be Tlingi in the style of carving bul 
ts On and Meaning are ulclea 
The pole has withelood years o' 
patctwng and req airing. afd 6 one of 
ihe onginals Collected from Prince o 
Wales leland m 1903 


Ths 6 OTODaDly 4 cree! pole The 
lop Wgure «4 aman perhaps the 

V lage Wailchwhnaen or the pole « 
Owner Next «@ 4 woll recogrized by 
is powvied ears |The bottom figure 
mascaimon he woll and seaino 
nay represer’ clan creel eyinpots 
Of They ay wherdtity the clan creet« 
oj a hyuebaend and wie One ier 
pretahon of the pole Weriihes the 
»ANOn 468 sockeye and suggests « 
eyinDowwes 4 legend of 4 boy wiv 
was Captured Dy the oo Saimor 
{er a phe 






























Memorial / 
Mortuary 
Column 


Mernornal and mornuary oolurre 
were LOMmmnon pole types found in 
southeast! Alaska in early days 

the dead were some#}nes cremated 
The back aide of 4 Mortuary Colunn 
often had 4 hole used 46 4 feCceD 
lacie tor the aahes of the honored 
dead A mortuary or memorial 
OoOlurm was usually topped Dy 4 
emngle gure macaw. he colar 

Of Thonety of the person wierred 


iw www wer 


There seems to be 4 ine Gratnchor 
between me>nornal and mortuary 
poles The mortuary pole was ar 
actual Column of mviermen while the 
memornal pole may have been 4 
oravemarker in some wretances 4 
me>mornal pole was ransed to honor 4 
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The eerularhes m conelruchon and 
appearance of these two types of 
poles make i Ghoul to Geterrrwre 
‘thew onginal purposes 


Though the totem al the top of the 
COluTT wh «@ eeTwlar tO Maven m torre 
the teathers on the back of the head 
and wings and the length of the bea® 
sugges! 4 cormorarn Ths pole @ a 
1979 copy of one collected by Brady 
nm 1904 the ongnel 6 Deng ore 
served by the Nahonal Park Service 
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Frog/Raven 
Pole 


Although some witerpretations de 
scribe thie a8 4 legend pole showing 
Haven aa the rrwactwel maker other 
sources indicate thal i 6 a Mada 
Cres pole possibly from Sukkwan 
caplaying the raven and the frog 
crests of the people there Untortun 
alely little information on its ong 

in available 


Through the years. many techniques 
have been used to preserve the 
totem poles Since they were ongin 
ally DiIaOed ih The Dark in 1906 Many 
have been patched with neern work 
rotted surfaces have been trimned 
away ‘features have been reshaped 
to ewrwnate Gecayved areas and 
treeh coats of pan have beer 


apphed 


The onginal Frog/Raven colury 
was paiched trenwned and pan.ed 
bul Dy 1938 Dark records state |i 
18) Goubttul f 4 can be repawed for 
when i dnes oul for working 4 may 
faliapari ‘hie replica was carved 
Gury the early 19406 reporiedty 
by George Benson and John Sar 

















Yaadaas Crest 
Corner Pole 


im wierestiig to compare ihe 
nna OOle ti ihe CODY, wae fw 
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Trader 
Legend Pole 


This 16 an example of 4 ridicule pole 
4 type of legend pole usually erected 
10 Notify everyone of an unpaid debi 
The top figure represents 4 white 
man, indicated by the use of curly 
ha and a beard Perhaps ve 16 4 
trader who cheated the Haida lhe 
next hgure is holding 4 Shrimp in its 
mouth, 4 symbol said to represen a 
thiet The next figure i6 4 crab. also a 
symbol of trevery The bottom figure 
8 a beaver recognized by its teeth 
and tail The pole originally stood in 
the Haida village of Sukkwan It may 
have belonged to the clan o' that 
village which claine © beavet as 
ts crest or stealing beave pelts may 
have been tie mans transgression 
A photograph of the pole at its 
Sukkwan site i6 found in Monuments 
in Cedar by Edward Keithahn 


Erosion ; MCuy took the tol on 
the ongina:) aod ths replica was 
carved wm the 1938-47 ULL proc 


An wveresting sidelgh 16 thal whe 
ttws CODY was being Made in Sitka 4 
iIoca! Slory iNvOlVvING an untla trader 
grew around it Thal story has be 
ore 60 real to sorne iocal remoe;rts 
thal the pole 16 assurned to be 4 Sitka 
Ongnw! 
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Raven 
Memorial Pole 





Haven is portrayed on tie memorial 
column, distinguished by his rather 
large, slightly hooked beak The 
Carving 16 in the style and is believed 
io have come trom the village of 
Tuxekan This Copy was Carved by 
George Federoft, after the original 
was accidentally burned in 1959 


in Sitka, the Tlingits placed thew 
memornal poles on the ndge behind 
thei village (along present-day 
Kathan Street) overlooking the 
channel 


Memorial poles, along with house 
posts. are among the oldest forms of 
totem poles The narrative tor |rav 
Slop 4 gives detailed information 
about then 
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Gaanaxadi/ 
Raven 
Crest Pole 


This origina! pole from the Tlingit 
village of Tuxekan has been signifi 
cantly altered The top figure is 
probably Raven holding a crescent 
moon, although changes in wings 
and disappearance of the moon 
have led some to identity the carving 
as an owl There are also changes 
in the bottom figure, again said to 
represent Raven Comparisons stem 
from a picture of this pole in its orig 
inal Condition and location, part of 
the park's collection of E W Merrill 


photographs 





































it 6 uNClear whether this 16 a story 
pole or a crest pole One legend 
called ‘Raven and the Whale. is 
suggested by the figure of the whale 
near the center of the pole 





in that story, Raven somehow found 
himeell inside a whale Hungry, he lit 
a fire, thinking he might eal some 
parts of te whale The whale soon 
died, and eventually floated ashore 
with Raven trapped inside When he 
heard the voices of villagers ap 
proaching the beached whale 
Raven began making nowe The 
villagers became Curious about the 
ncrise, and cul open the whale 
Raven quickly stepped out, hungry 
@aS always, and tricked the villagers 
INO leaving hin lots of food 
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Lakich’‘inei 
Pole 


The ongin of thie pole 6 unknown 
Although the top figure i6 the subject 
of an ancient Tlingil legend, there 

6 some evidence thal the pole came 
from a Maida village || has been 
suggested that Haida Carvers learn 
ed of crests and legends of the 
Tlingit through intermarriage, and 
sometimes incorporated them into 
poles carved for thei own villages 


| akich ine: the top figure, 16 
pressing one of ve chiidren, who 
was hall-numan and hall-dog 
against is coal made trom the spine 
of a teh. killing the chiid 


The rmd-pole figure appears to be 
Bear Who Marned a Woman. also a 
legend found among the Thingit, and 
the bottom figure 1s Bear with a snail 
or shrimnp- ke creature in ws mouth 


Park records trom 1939 indicate 
large areas of decay in the onginal 
pole bul do not state whether it was 
replaced or has survived unt! today 
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Mosquito 
Legend Pole 





A totem po'e Carver was 4 protes 
sonal artist, and a tine crafiaman 4 
reputation Could spread throughout 
the region Among the people of 
northern Britieh Columbia and south 
eas! Alaska, Maida carvers were 
considered most accomplished and 
COMMISSIONS Could Come trom Thin 
git as well as Maida villages The 
pole could have been produced 
under such circumeaetances 


Although Haida in design and 
lopped by the farniiar Village Watc! 
man, a Tlingit figure, Goo-teekh’ 
associated with the creature from 
which mosquitoes orc nated, is the 
second totem on ths pc @ Below the 
mosquito is a bear, while (he botton 
figure is probably a devilfish or octo 
pus, recognized by [he suction cups 
used as eyebrows 


This pole. a Copy of the onginal. was 
recarved by Frank Kitka in the 1938 
41 UULU project 


The following iS a SyYNODSIS of the 
mosquito legend as told in Jory 
Swanton s Thngit Myths and lexts 
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Saanaheit 
Pole and 
House Posts 


Miaing more than SU feel twa pole 
4 4a COpy Of 4 pole given to Governor 
lonn Brady in 1901 by Saananeil a 
reader of the village of Uid Kasaat 
The ¢ wiqgirval of twa very tall pole Nay 
have been an ernirance pole be 
cauee ot the emall hurnp atl the base 
that coulc indicate the top of a door 
opening & Sitka newspaper article 
trom 1907 ei ates (hal (he pole was 
then more than 70 years old || was 
repaired i \,overnnor Hrady 5S Saw 
‘ull stupped to the 1904 SI Lous 
Exposition. tyento the 1905 Lew 
wd Clark E <position in Poriand 
Oregon, and nally back ft Sitka 
Dunng the ULL provect. when i was 
aboul 110 years old. he pote was 
Owered iad oul alongside anew 
cedar log (made Dy jorrnwng two larger 
008). and 4 CODY was Carved using 
the designs of the onginal pok A 
though severa hgures Such as the 
tradimhonal Vilage Watchmen a bear 
and Haven are Werihabe ther ha 
wes are nol and litle inviormnahor 
about ttws wiincately Carved qian 





Nas survived 
The tour short poles are inaoor 
house ™ etc ary are ais yiN"s throw 
aanahed to Governor Brady The 
notches in the tops were cui tore 
eive the laroe 'og Deans of the 
house These posts were placed al 
the corners of the large. singie story 
dwelling ilustratons on the house 
posts are said to be trom a iegend i 
which Haven obtains the gun. moor 
and stars tor the people of the ear! 






These 1 alc are thy ; } nal 
brought to Sitka from Kasaan in 1901 
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Waasgo 
Legend Pole 


Tre pole 16 4 Maida story pole 

r™ yssibly lrom ihe village ¢ i! Sukkwal 
it telie the slory of Waasgo. the lake 
Or sea morse 


The top figure is the main character 
in the story, the mother-in-law Leg 
end indicates (hal great rivairy exist 
e620 Detween (he mother-in-law and 
the son.in-liaw in tine he secretly 
Caught the lake monster With its gkw 
he found he could exercise great 
powers and thus outwil we mother 
in-law The figures at the botiom 
according to one source, are the 
eon .in-law in the ekin of the monster 
hnoling a whale in ws mouth 


Ths legend. although varying i 
Geta 16 shared by the Thing and 
Haida people The sea monster i 
Tlingit legend is Gunakaden 


Ths 16 @ Copy of the onginal pole 
Collected trom Prince of Wales isiand 
nm 1903 By the late 1930's. the ong 
nal pole was beyond repar and 
Tlingit Carver \yeorge Henson re 
Carved it as part of the 19.38-41 UU 
prorect in 1964 ttws pole was show! 
al the New York World 5 F aw 







































Raven/ 
Shark Pole 


mn ar Hite iy vert 
on ; aru “w S poe 


7 


fy aj year ee ne are 


‘ohe 7. ae Oonrwrwiwy 
wt Nhe DOM ty ave OOrTe 
« hve | : ce c arved tvwere 
7 7 erent 
; : oer : . . . 
‘ pte the pole appear to De 


mio boon -aven 4 ear 





en 4wo" io and 4 bear 
; wie " etary co 4 tye at 
a : c hbase ' re on the totenr 





art lege 
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Bicentennial 
Pole 





A Deni! oompetiion im honor of the 
Nation 6 Biocenter wal ied to the 1976 
selection of Duane Pasco noted 
Northwest Coast artis! to carve thie 
27 tool totem pole Gemoting 700 
years of Pacitic Northweel Coast 
indian Cultural twetory The Gesigr 

6 IN keeping wilh traditional torr 
ard atyle 


The top figure 6 the Northwest Coast! 
inchan of today weighwig ive valves 
the o10 way agains! the new the 
effect of technology and mdustry or 

the people and the ecology oF the 
area The figure below aignifes the 
arrival of the whe man bringing 
with hw fwearns Gooumnents and 
Chrishanitly in tie non hand « a 
rolied GoouTnen sgonitying 4 long 
we of treahes 


The thed segment of the pole shows 
Raven and Eagle holding 4 copper 
siwetd used © wer -tribal Commerce 
and Saimon symbolizing abundart 
food resources The bottom figure « 
the Northwest Coast! indian betore 
the arrival of the wihwie man living 
Close to Nature shanng 4 nch mater 
‘a! Culture and Ceremorna! fe 


Ths Dole «6 INCOMplete and sy 
bok7es the unknown future of the 
Northwest Coast indians in the 
hands of the top figure are two staffs 
The staff in the lef hand 6 nohly car 
ed. sy™MbDolzing he abundart ouftur 
a! heritage of the past The staff in the 
night hand «6 bare. yet to be carved 
Whal thal future wil Dring remanns ic 
foe Seer 
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For Further Reading 


ate MIQYesiod ivy anutnu "ea road o 
! sal © ' 4, ‘iyViah 7) wee i™ 1, 5 
yw neare @riauseiive ful w 


way 10 4 Geeper udersianory, ary 




















